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Minister for Planning, Justin Madden, has announced Victorian Plumbing Regulations 2008 took effect from 24 November, 2008.  

The new Regulations replace the Plumbing Regulations 1998 and give the Government the opportunity to update regulations for plumbing in Victoria to better reflect consumer needs and the technological advances that have occurred in the industry during the past decade.

“Plumbing regulations are designed to provide protection and confidence for Victorian consumers with the requirement of Compliance Certificates and other key elements such as skills requirements,” said Mr Madden.

They also address sustainability by regulating plumbing work on all water sources, including greywater and rainwater, and require below-ground drains to be tested with air rather than drinking water.

The Regulations adopt the Plumbing Code of Australia, which has been developed by Australian plumbing regulators. They also clarify the definitions of plumbing classes by introducing changes to gas fitting, refrigerated air-conditioning, work involving medical gases, non-agricultural irrigation and work on fire protection systems. 
The new Regulations increase the threshold for plumbing work requiring a Compliance Certificate from $500 to $750. This revised threshold, which replaces the 1998 threshold of $500, reduces the regulatory burden for licensed plumbing practitioners while maintaining consumer protection through the requirement of a Compliance Certificate for work above $750 in value.

“However, the viability of Victoria’s successful plumbing regulatory system needs to be maintained, and the cost of a Compliance Certificate will increase from $23.00 to $28.50. 

CEPU State Secretary, Earl Setches, welcomed the new Regulations saying that they will lead to greater efficiencies in the Victorian plumbing industry.

“The Plumbing Regulations 2008 are designed foremost to provide protection and confidence for Victorian consumers but will also benefit plumbers,” said Mr Setches.

The new Regulations also mean significant changes for the plumbing classes. It brings Victoria’s plumbing classes into line with the national plumbing training package introduced several years ago. 

For further information about the new Victorian Plumbing Regulations visit www.pic.vic.gov.au 
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